
Competitive Speech and Debate 
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Novice and Varsity Debate and Forensics 
"A trophy can be thrown away.  What is learned in a productive and positive environment will be used a life 

time." - Larry Smith 
   

Ms. Briea Williams 
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(school) 417-582-5901 ext. 3157 

(cell phone) 417-536-4134 – FOR PARENT USE ONLY! 
  

 General Course Description 
  
Speech and Debate is not only a course for credit towards graduation, but it is also a competitive 
team.  This class begins with a basic overview of the events for competition, those that are individual 
and debate related.  The aspects of logical reasoning and argumentation are studied as well as the 
basics of good communication.  Students are to research and present arguments on current issues, 
learn case construction, refutation, and cross-examination techniques.  They will also learn how to 
make and use visual aides, how to write and effective speech, and develop interpretation skills.  
These studies will lead to participation in tournaments around the state throughout the school year. 
  
Tournament Participation 
  
Competitive Speech class gives students the opportunity to travel to other schools around the state 
and participate in debate and individual tournament events.  Participation in tournaments is a 
requirement of this course.  Students must attend AT LEAST SIX TOURNAMENTS THIS SEASON 

(MUST COMPETE in AT LEAST 3 1st semester in order to get 6 total).  You cannot compete in more 
than 10 preseason tournaments (MSHSAA rule). One letter grade will be deducted for each missing 
tournament. (example: If you have an A in the class, but only attended 5 tournaments, you will receive a B for the 

class.)  If there are problems that arise (ex. family emergencies), students may make up a tournament 
with another project that the teacher feels would compensate for the absence.  Valid reasons for 
missing a tournament do NOT include dances.  If you have a conflict due to another sport, we will 
work something out due to MSHSAA regulations. 
  
We will also be hosting an Individual Events tournament.  When this occurs, students will be required to 
participate in all aspects of hosting the tournament.  The date is TBA due to scheduling conflicts.  
 
Supplies and Costs 
  
Each student is required to have professional clothing for tournaments (see below).  Other supplies 
may be needed for specific events, such as binders, posters, etc.   
 
Students will also be asked to pay $35 ($17.50 per semester) in order to help cover costs of entry fees 
and NFL membership fees.  If this is a problem, please speak with me one on one. 
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We want everybody to attend as many tournaments as possible, so if there are any problems with the 
financial aspects of traveling or competing, please speak with me privately and it will be arranged so 
that all students will be able to attend. 
  
Tournament Dress Code 
  
Part of competitive speech and debate is learning not only how to speak and communicate in the 
business world but how to present oneself in other respects such as dress.  For this reason, during 
tournaments students are to wear appropriate business attire.  Boys should wear nice slacks, collared 
shirts, ties, or suits.  Girls may wear knee length (or longer) skirts, nice slacks, blouses, or power 
suits.  Semi-formal footwear is required. No denim, sneakers, flip-flops, sweatshirts, hoods, or mini-
skirts may be worn.  DO NOT show your midriff- if you do, you will be asked to change or will be 
dropped from the tournament.  Boys with hair longer than shoulders must pull hair back.  You 
should either wear comfortable footwear or bring tennis shoes to change into (or both) as we will be 
spending time walking around campuses and the weather is not always pleasant. 
  
In-Class Expectations 
  
Students are expected to be self-motivated and driven.  The Speech and Debate classroom is unlike a 
typical classroom- there are few assignments given and the students will be held accountable for their 
own progress.  Depending on which events students choose to compete in, they will be assigned to 
an in-class group, led by a varsity member of the team (Captain).  These smaller groups will meet at 
least once a week, in addition to individual monthly meetings with the coaches to track progress.  
Some of these meetings may be before or after school. 
  
GPA Requirements 
  
The Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) requires the following academic 
standards in order to participate in activities: 

 You must have earned, the preceding semester of attendance, a minimum of 3.0 units of credit 
or have earned credit in 80% of the maximum allowable classes in which any student can be 
enrolled in the semester, whichever is greater, at your school.  

 For your current semester, you must be enrolled in and regularly attending courses that offer 
3.0 units of credit or 80% of the maximum allowable credits which may be earned, whichever 
is greater, for your school.  

 Credits earned or completed after the close of the semester will not fulfill this requirement. 
Summer high school courses for academic eligibility may count provided the course is 
necessary for graduation or promotion (no electives), and it is placed on the school transcript. 
No more than one credit in summer school shall be counted toward eligibility. 
Correspondence courses do not count.  

 Students promoted for the first time into 7th or 9th grade are considered academically eligible 
for the first semester after promotion. 

 You must be making satisfactory progress toward graduation as determined by your local 
school’s policies.  

 Do not drop courses without first consulting with your school principal, athletic administrator or 
counselor to determine whether it will affect your eligibility. 



  
If you do not meet these requirements you will not be able to attend tournaments for competition, 
and will not be eligible for the class.   
  
Assignments and Grading 
  
- You will keep a blog online of your progress.  In this blog you will record your progress throughout 
the year.  The work you do, problems you encounter, your thoughts and feelings, ballot summaries, 
goals and progress towards them, and coaching sessions will all be contained in your blog. 
  
- Each competitor will be required to have at least FOUR coaching sessions EACH SEMESTER (these 

ARE for a grade); the FIRST must be completed before the first tournament.  You will NOT be 
allowed to compete until you complete your first coaching session.  During coaching sessions, 
comments and critiques will be given.  Sessions CAN be completed in class, but please do not depend 
on this (we have large class sizes this year!).  You may have to schedule a time before school, during 
advisory, or after school. 
  
- You are to write an evaluation of your performance after each tournament, for each event you 
competed in (in your blog).  You will also write an evaluation of your performance after each in-class 
performance (in your blog).  After you have received your ballots, you are to write a ballot summary 
(in your blog).  These should be short (one-half to one page).  You will be sharing your blog with me.  
I will be checking it periodically for a grade.  
  
- Some of your various assignments will be (but are not limited to): 
    -current events (weekly) 
    -quotes (weekly) 
    -webinars on NSDA site 
    -numerous in class speeches 
    -other writing assignments 
  
- You will be graded on tournament attendance and preparedness, blogs, coaching sessions, 

classroom performances, various assignments, and your general attitude.  Varsity members will 
also be assessed on their leadership of their group.  You will not be graded on their success, but you 
will be responsible to get with me to let me know how your group is doing.  
 
- You WILL be REQUIRED to perform and/or debate IN CLASS.  This is NOT optional.  
 
- There may be novels that will be assigned to read that deal with the government, propaganda, and 
the art of persuasion.   
  
Events 
  
We will learn about all events, and each student may be asked to participate in all events for IN 
CLASS ONLY.  Varsity members must have AT LEAST TWO NFL EVENTS for EACH 

TOURNAMENT (Extemp will only count if you are actively building an Extemp box). Novice 
members will only be required to have ONE NFL EVENT prepared for the FIRST TWO 
tournaments.  After the first two tournaments, Novice members must have TWO NFL EVENTS 
prepared for EACH TOURNAMENT. (Extemp will only count if you are actively building an 



Extemp box). Novice members must debate AT LEAST ONCE during the season.  Note: because not 
all tournaments will have MSHSAA events (Prose, Poetry, Storytelling, Radio Speaking, etc.), you 
CANNOT consider a MSHSAA event as one of your two (it can be an extra). 
 
Following is a list of the individual and the debate events.  Descriptions and examples will be given 
in class. 
  
(It is important to note that many tournaments restrict the number of entries allowed for each school in a 
certain event.  This means that there may be 10 students with oratory speeches on the team, but only 5 will be 
allowed to compete at the tournament.  Try-outs will be held if there are more competitors than spaces, but you 
may want to pick at least 3 events, so you will have more opportunities to compete.) 
Individual Events:                                           Debate Events: 
          *Public Forum (team) 
*Duo Interpretation (2 people)                              *Lincoln-Douglas (1 person) 
*Dramatic Interpretation                                         *Cross-Examination/Policy (team) 
*Extemporaneous Speaking (US & Foreign) 
*Humorous Interpretation 
*Oratory 
Poetry 
Prose 
Radio 
Duet/Group Improvisation (2 or more people) 
  
(A * indicates an NFL event - At least one of your events MUST be NFL.) 
  
The Basic Rules 
  
Hotel Rules for possible overnight trips: 
  
- Hotel room curfew is 11:00 pm.  No leaving your hotel room after 11:00 pm.  There will be random 
room checks. 
- No boys in girls' rooms and vice versa. 
- Once we are at the hotel, you are NOT to leave the premises unless it is pre-arranged with a coach 
and/or principal. 
-Know that there are others staying in the hotel.  Please respect them: refrain from being overly noisy, 
especially running down the hall and letting doors slam against their jams. 
- THERE WILL BE NO SMOKING OF ANY KIND.  TOBACCO, DRUGS, ALCOHOL, 
PROMISCUITY, RUDENESS, OR ANY OTHER KIND OF ILLEGAL BEHAVIOR IS PROHIBITED!  A 
PERSON TAKING PART IN ANY OF THIS CONDUCT WILL HAVE HIS/HER PARENT or 
GUARDIAN CALLED TO COME RETRIEVE THEM AND S/HE WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE 
TEAM WITH A FAILING GRADE. 
  
Tournament Rules: 
  
- Once we are on campus, you are NOT to leave the premises unless it is pre-arranged with a coach 
and/or principal.  There will be no spontaneous “signing-out” of tournaments even if you do not 
break.  You are part of a team and you are support for your teammates regardless! 



- Skipping any of your rounds of competition at the tournament is not permitted and will have 
consequences.  GO TO YOUR ROUNDS! 
- Other teams, coaches, and competitors, as well as the facilities, are to be treated with the utmost 
respect at all times. 
- Our team will only demonstrate good behavior, politeness, and professionalism.  No talking bad 
about other competitors, no matter how much they annoyed you during a round! 
- THERE WILL BE NO SMOKING OF ANY KIND.  TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, PROMISCUITY, 
RUDENESS, or ANY KIND OF OTHER ILLEGAL BEHAVIOR IS PROHIBITED! 
- ALL school rules are in effect at all times.  In order to compete, YOU MUST HAVE SIGNED THE 
SCHOOL’S CITIZENSHIP FORM! 
- You must attend all tournaments you are signed up for.  The team loses money if you are dropped 
after a certain time.  You WILL be held responsible with paying for the charge.  However, if for some 
reason you cannot attend (family emergencies) you will be expected to call ASAP.  Not doing so will 
result in the lowering of your grade and/or removal from the team.  If something comes up and you 
know you cannot make it to the tournament and it is before the deadline, there will be no penalties. 
- Parents need to be aware that while coaches will NEVER leave students at a school by themselves, 
there will be times that a coach will not be with the students.  The students will be going to their 
rounds while coaches will be checking on scores.  Students will be expected to act as mature, 
responsible adults.  If, for any reason, it is thought that students cannot live up to these expectations, 
students will not be allowed to participate in tournaments and thus they will be losing points. 
- If you are not on the bus EARLY or ON TIME, you will be left behind resulting in you losing points. 
  
Tentative Tournament Schedule 
  
Below is a tentative schedule of the tournaments we could attend this year.  Just because it is on the 
list does not mean we will attend the tournament, and we may be invited to more throughout the 
year which could be added to the schedule.  If ANY changes are made to the tentative schedule, 
students will receive plenty of notice of such changes.   
  
October 9-10  Kickapoo/Glendale 
October 16-17 Willard 
November 7  OZARK’S HOME TOURNAMENT 
November 13-14 Nixa 
November 21  Buffalo 
December 4-5 Monett 
January 15-16 Bolivar 
January 23  Marion C Early 
February 13  Hillcrest 
March 3-5  MSHSAA District Tournament @ MSU 
April 22-23  MSHSAA State @ MSU 
 
**NFL Districts will be held sometime in March/April; date has not been determined yet.** 
 
OZARK’S INVITATION WILL BE HELD NOVEMBER 7th.  IT IS REQUIRED FOR YOU TO BE AT 
THE TOURNAMENT TO HELP RUN IT! 
 
 

**MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT MY WEBSITE FOR DATES and other UPDATES!**



Speech and Debate Permission Form/Contract 
 

You must have this form and your contract completed and turned in to me in order to travel and 
compete with the Speech and Debate team. 

 
 

My student and I have read over the syllabus/contract; we are aware of the expectations of the class 
and the team.   
 
My student has my permission to travel with the Ozark High School Speech and Debate team during 
the 2014-2015 school year.   
 
Please leave instructions and phone numbers for me in case of an emergency. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Briea Williams 
Ozark High School 
Head Speech/Debate Coach 
 
 
 
Name of student: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name of Parent or Guardian(s) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian’s signature: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact numbers and email:  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
If you cannot be reached in an emergency, who should we contact? 
 
Emergency contact name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to student: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 


